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MINUTES FROM A REGULAR MO NTHLY MEETING HELD BY THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF 

WARREN IN THE WARREN COUNTY ARMORY CIVIC CENTER 

MEETING ROOM ON MONDAY, MAY 2 , 2016 AT 6:20 P.M. 
 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Barry Richardson.  Other Commissioners present: 

Bertadean Baker, Tare Davis, Jennifer Jordan, and Victor Hunt.  Others in attendance:  County 

Manager Linda T. Worth, Finance Director Gloria Edmonds and County Attorney Chuck Kitchen. 

 

Clerk to the Board read the ñConflict of Interest Disclaimer.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Citizen Comments were as follows: 

 

Dr. Dieckman, Chairman, Warren County Board of Elections:  voting machines have 

to be tested at a cost of $53,000.  The June 7, 2016 special election is for Supreme Court & 

Associate Justice.  The special election will cost $36,000. 

 Ron Skow, citizen:  spoke in reference to Buck Spring ï he is organizing a school event 

and wants to be close to water.  You have to walk about 1 mile to get to water there at Buck 

Spring.  Will not use this area for the school event because of poor waterfront access.  The 

building being torn down and rebuilt, does not have easy access to water.  Phase II & Phase 

III of Buck Spring project is a lot of taxpayer money, itôs a waste of money to go beyond 

Phase I. 

 Joe Mann, citizen:  questioned why the 135 paged agenda was so late being 

distributed?  Was it an attempt to conceal the pipeline request?  Several questions were asked 

for the County Manager and Board members to answer (a copy is on file with the Clerk to 

the Board). 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, the May 2, 2016 Agenda was adopted with the following amendments: 

 

¶ Added: Item 10-D appoint alternate Commissioner to JCPC 

¶ Added: Item 10-E appoint alternate Commissioner to Personnel Committee 

¶ Deleted: Item 11- Transcontinental Gas Pipeline Company, LLC request for  

óletter of no objectionô for Expansion Project  

¶ Added: Item 11 - Simulcast System Phase II Project 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6A ï Minutes of April 4, 2016 Public Hearing and 

Regular Monthly meeting were approved. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6B ï Interest Income Report for March 2016 was 

approved: 

άaŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘΣ ƘŜǊŜōȅΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řǳǘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
State Government Ethics Act to avoid conflicts of interest and the appearance of such conflict; 
and, further, are instructed to refrain from participating in any matter coming before this 
Board of County Commissioners with respect to which there is a conflict of interest or 
ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΦέ 
 
In accordance with the State Government Ethics Act, it is the duty of every Board member to 
avoid both conflicts of interest and appearances of such conflict. 
 
Does any Board member have any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with 
respect to any matter coming before this Board today? 
 
If so, please identify the conflict and refrain from any undue participation in the particular 
matter involved. 
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On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6C ï Tax Collectorôs Report for March 2016 was 

accepted in accordance with NCGS 105-350. 

 
On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6D ï Request for Tax Releases Over $100 was approved 

in accordance with NCGS 105-381-TAXPAYER REMEMDIES: 

 
County Manager approved requests for Tax Releases Under $100 are as follows: 
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On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6E ï Resolution in Support of Take Pride in Lake Gaston 

Clean-Up Day 2016 was adopted with Chairman Richardson authorized to sign same. 

 
 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6F ï Resolution EMS Week ï May 17-23, 2016, was 

adopted with Chairman Richardson authorized to sign same. 
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On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6G - Proclamation ï National Day of Prayer 2016, 

declaring May 5th as a countywide day of prayer, was adopted with Chairman Richardson 

authorized to sign same. 
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Bruce W. Dunlevy, Chief, Longbridge Volunteer Fire Department made an annual request to waive 

the permit fees related to annual fireworks display for Independence Day Celebration on Lake 

Gaston.  Longbridge VFDôs proof of liability coverage was provided. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Consent Agenda Item 6H ï Request from Longbridge Volunteer Fire 

Department to waive Fireworks Permit Fee of $60 and Noise Ordinance Permit Fee of $25 for 

annual Independence Day fireworks display on July 2, 2016 at Lake Gaston, was approved. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Davis and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Amendment # 10 to the FY 2015-2016 Warren County Budget Ordinance was 

approved. 
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Bid received for the Radio System Upgrades Project ï Phase II System Equipment component was 

presented on TSS Partners, Consulting Engineers recommendation to award to Wireless 

Communications in the amounts of $629,402.38 for Phase II Simulcast Upgrade, and $44,049.02 

for VIPER/VHF Interoperability System with this component of the bid contingent upon the 

upgrade of the Moducom Console in the current 911 Center.  A further request was made to 

authorize the County Manager to negotiate contract with Wireless Communications that will be 

brought back to the Board for approval. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, bid was awarded to Wireless Communications in the amount of 

$629,402.38 for Phase II Simulcast Upgrade, and $44,049.02 for VIPER/VHF Interoperability 

System with this component of the bid contingent upon the upgrade of the Moducom Console in 

the current 911 Center.  County Manager Worth was authorized to negotiate a contract with 

Wireless Communications and bring it back to the Board for approval.  Funding Source: Simulcast 

System Upgrade Project ï Phase II 
 

On motion of Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, bid for financing of VHF Radio Communications System (Simulcast Radio 

System Upgrade Project) was awarded to BB&T Governmental Finance at a rate of 1.88%. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, Resolution Approving Financing Terms for VHF Radio Communications 

System (Simulcast Radio System Upgrade Project) was adopted with Chairman Richardson 

authorized to sign same. 
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Warren County Human Resources Director - Lisa Alston, requested:  1) To create an in-house 

County Attorney position in the Warren County Job Classification Schedule (1950 hours) in Grade 

36 ï Salary Range:  Minimum $68,300 Midpoint $88,791 and Maximum $109,281 and 2) Board 

approval of the County Attorney proposed job description. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Baker, which was seconded by Commissioner Hunt and duly carried 

by unanimous vote, creation of a County Attorney position in the Warren County Job Classification 

Schedule (1950 hours) in Grade 36 ï Salary Range: Minimum $68,300, Midpoint $88,791 and 

Maximum $109,281, was approved. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hunt, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan to 

approve job description for the In-House County Attorney position. 

 

Motion was amended by Commissioner Hunt, amended motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Jordan and duly carried by unanimous vote to approve job description for the In-House County 

Attorney position with the requirement for experience in ñmunicipal lawò deleted. 

 
EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE:  

Juris Doctorate degree from an accredited school of law and at least five years of progressively responsible 

professional legal experience in municipal law.  Preference will be given to local government experience.  

 

 

Having held a required public hearing on Monday, May 2, 2016 at 5:20 pm, to hear citizen 

comments regarding amendments to the Countyôs Official Zoning Ordinance, to add Solar Farms, 

the following action was taken. 
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On motion of Commissioner Davis, which was seconded by Commissioner Jordan, it was ordered 

not to approve adoption of amended Warren County Zoning Ordinance adding Solar Farms. 

 

The floor was opened for discussion: 

¶ Commissioner Davis stated that 4 or 5 solar farms have been established with less stringent 

set-backs than whatôs proposed.  Should continue at 30 foot set-backs, go with the minimum 

set by the State. 

¶ Commissioner Jordan stated, 50 foot set-back is a better compromise. 

 

Motion was amended by Commissioner Davis, amended motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Jordan and unanimously carried to approve amended Warren County Zoning Ordinance adding 

Solar Farms, with a required 50 foot set-back. 

 

DRAFT FOR REVIEW/DISCUSSION ONLY  
Per 3/1/16 Planning Board Meeting 

 
Warren County Zoning Ordinance ς Table Of Permitted Uses 

 
1. Solar Farm (also known as a Solar Energy System ς SES ς with Photovoltaic Systems): 
a. Setbacks - minimum of a fifty feet (5лΩύ ŦǊƻƳ all property lines (inclusive of equipment and fencing). 

b. Security - fencing shall be ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ǎƛȄ ŦŜŜǘ όсΩ ƛƴ ƘŜƛƎƘǘύ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜκŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘǊŜǎǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΦ 

c. Height - maximum (not including power lines) of twenty-ŦƛǾŜ ŦŜŜǘ όнрΩύ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ŦŜŜǘ όмрΩ). 
d. Buffers - minimum requirements of this ordinance shall be applied with vegetative buffers having a minimum 

ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦŜŜǘ όоΩύ ƛƴ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŦŜŜǘ όуΩύ ƛƴ 
height within five (5) years. 

1) Landscaping including vegetative buffers, security fences and gates shall be maintained for the 

duration of the solar farm operation, up to and including decommissioning (dismantled/removed). 

2) Vegetative buffer shall be installed (exception granted if an existing natural buffer meeting the 

requirements of this ordinance exists) surrounding the solar farm site to screen adjacent properties - 

with the exception of the entrance-road frontage of the lot or parcel where a buffer is not required.                                   

e. Solar panels/arrays shall be constructed so as to minimize glare or reflection onto adjacent properties and 
roadways. 

f. Decommissioning - The Planning and Zoning Administrator, or his/her designee shall be advised, in writing 
within thirty (30) days, by the solar farm operator or property owners (whichever entity/party holds the 

zoning and building permits holder) in the event the project is sold or otherwise transferred to another 
entity/party and/or the current operator/owner abandons the project. 

1) At the time of applying for permits the applicant (solar farm developer or property owner) shall include 

a decommissioning plan with the anticipated life expectancy of the solar farm and the anticipated cost 

in current dollars, as well as the method (s) of insuring that funds will be available for 

decommissioning and restoration of the project site to its original, natural condition prior to the solar 

farm development. 

2) If the site is damaged, the solar farm operate shall have twelve (12) months to bring the project back 

to its operational capacity.  If for any reason the solar farm is not generating electricity after six (6) 

months, the operator shall have six (6) months to complete decommissioning of the solar farm in 

compliance with paragraph f (1) of this section above. 

3) In the event of bankruptcy or similar financial default of the solar farm, the property owner of the 

project site shall bear the decommissioning costs. 
g. Other Applicable Codes/Inspections ς all solar farms shall be in compliance the requirements of the most 

current State Building and Electrical Codes, the State of North Carolina and Warren County. 

1) All active solar farms shall be inspected by a Warren County Code Enforcement Officer (Building 

Inspector) on an annual basis to insure compliance with applicable State Building and electrical Codes. 

2) Each solar farm shall be required to have the facility inspected annually for three (3) years by the 

Planning and Zoning Administrator or his/her designee following the issuance of the zoning permit or 

development permit (applicable in the un-zoned areas of Warren County) to verify continued 

compliance with the Zoning Ordinance or Solar Farm Ordinance as applicable. 

3) Additional inspections shall be conducted as necessary in the event of complaints and shall not replace 

the noted inspections outlined in this section.  

Definition 
Solar Farm (also known as a Solar Energy System - SES) - the components and subsystems required to convert solar 
energy into electric or thermal energy suitable for use. The area of the system includes all the land inside the 
perimeter of the system, which extends to any fencing. The term applies, but is not limited to, solar photovoltaic 
(PV) systems, solar thermal systems, and solar hot water systems.   
 

Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Systems ς an electrical system or device that converts the energy of light directly into 
electricity by the photovoltaic effect through the use of photoelectric cells (also known as solar panels). 
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Solar Thermal Systems ς large scale commercial-industrial energy system and related equipment for harnessing 
solar energy to generate thermal energy or electrical energy for use in connection with commercial and industrial 
operations. 
 

Solar Hot Water Systems ς small scale, roof-top energy systeƳǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǘ ƛǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎƻƭŀǊ 
collector and used to increase the temperature of a heat-transfer fluid (such as water or a nonfreezing liquid) 
which flows through the pipes in the collector; the heat contained in this fluid then is conveyed and transferred to 
the water to be heated (this type of system is often used on homes, recreational centers and schools, hospitals 
and office buildings). 
 

 

Having held a required public hearing on Monday, May 2, 2016 at 5:40 pm, to hear citizen 

comments regarding adoption of proposed Warren County Solar Farm Ordinance, the following 

action was taken. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Jordan, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly 

carried by unanimous vote, Warren County Solar Farm Ordinance was adopted with a required 50 

foot set-back. 
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Having held a required public hearing on Monday, May 2, 2016 at 5:55 pm, to hear citizen 

comments regarding seeking USDA Funding for the proposed Emergency Services Headquarters 

Facility, it was presented for Boardôs action to authorize the filing of an application to the US 


