MINUTES FROM A PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED FY 2020-2021
WARREN COUNTY BUDGET HELD BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF WARREN IN THE WARREN
COUNTY ARMORY CIVIC CENTER MEETING ROOM ON JUNE 1, 2020 AT 6:10
PM.
The Budget Public Hearing was called to order by Chairman Tare Davis, in accordance with
NCGS 159-12. Other Commissioners present: Jennifer Pierce and Walter Powell.
Commissioners attending virtually: Bertadean Baker and Victor Hunt. Others in
attendance: County Manager Vincent Jones, Finance Director Katherine Brafford and
County Attorney Hassan Kingsberry.
Deputy Clerk to the Board Paula Pulley read the Notice of Public Hearing.

Comments were as follows:
Betty Mazor sent in a comment by email stating that COVID-19 has affected the revenue of
Warren County negatively, but it has also affected the citizens own budgets. Ms. Mazor stated
that the burden of the County’s loss of revenue should not be put on county residents that are
already struggling. She suggested that programs be rescheduled, cancelled, or re-worked just
as residents have had to recalculate their own budgets.
Chip King sent in a comment by email stating he is retired and living on a fixed income. He
stated he moved to Lake Gaston because of the low tax rate. Mr. King does not understand
why taxes are now so high with new million dollar and up mega homes being built on Lake
Gaston.

Comments by Commissioners:
Commissioner Pierce asked that County Manager look into starting the salary increase for
the Sheriff’s Office earlier, rather than waiting until January as is proposed for all employees.
Commissioner Pierce further stated that she feels we should go ahead and decide now that
there will not be a holiday bonus for employees in FY21.
Commissioner Pierce asked that County Manager talk with Lake Gaston Weed Control to
see if we could hold off on paying them in FY21. Commissioner Davis stated that Lake Gaston
is an asset to the County and the money paid to Lake Gaston Weed Control is much needed
to control noxious weeds and protect Lake Gaston.
Comments by County Manager:
At the request of Commissioner Pierce, Mr. Jones stated he will work with the Sheriff to
determine what other agencies are doing to attract and maintain officers.
Mr. Jones stated that he has spoken with Lake Gaston Weed Control previously. He further
stated that there have been years when the money budgeted was not needed by Lake Gaston
Weed Control.
On motion of Commissioner Pierce, which was seconded by Commissioner Baker and duly
carried, the Budget Public Hearing was adjourned at 6:40 pm.

__/s/ Paula Pulley_____________
Paula Pulley, Deputy Clerk

